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Real Estate

How the Government Shutdown and Rate Shifts Are Affecting Phoenix
Homebuyers and Sellers: While the long-term outlook for the Phoenix
housing market remains positive, short-term uncertainty is creating new
challenges for buyers and sellers alike. The ongoing government shutdown
could delay loan processing and closings tied to federally backed
programs, while recent mortgage rate fluctuations continue to influence
affordability and buyer confidence. How might these factors affect current
transactions and market activity as we approach 2026, and what should
\Valley residents keep in mind when planning their next move?

Phoenix REALTORS® Board President
Christy Walker can share insights on
how the shutdown and shifting rates
are shaping local market conditions,
from transaction timelines to buyer
demand.

Personal Finance

'What Economic Signals Mean for Entrepreneurs and Investors
Heading into 2026: From the recent government shutdown to the Federal
Reserve’s latest rate cuts, business owners and affluent individuals are
watching closely for signs of what’s ahead. Easing rates could create new
opportunities for investment and expansion, but economic uncertainty
and shifting consumer confidence still have the potential to shape both
portfolios and business decisions. What factors should those managing
significant assets or enterprises be watching as the economy
recalibrates?

A representative from BMO Wealth
Management can provide perspective
on what current economic indicators
may signal for business owners and
high-net-worth individuals and share
strategies for navigating market shifts
while keeping long-term wealth goals
on track.

6 Smart Strategies for Prioritizing Multiple Debts (And Paying Them Off
Sooner): Without a proper payment plan in place, juggling multiple debts
can lead to late fees, higher interest rates and mounting stress. But with
clear direction and a little patience, individuals can take small steps now
that build financial stability over time. When bills stack up, one question
looms large: Which balances should you pay first, and which ones can

wait?

An expert from Take Charge America
can provide insight into the most
effective approaches for managing a
variety of debts while strengthening
financial stability over time.
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Construction

How Construction Leaders Can Factor in Generational Nuances into
Recruitment Amid Labor Shortages: For the first time, four generations
are working side by side in construction — baby boomers are delaying
retirement, Generation X leaders are stepping up and millennials and
Generation Z now make up more than half of the industry’s labor force. Yet

with construction still facing a shortage of more than half a million
workers, the overlap can create tension across work styles and
expectations. How can construction leaders bridge divides to strengthen
culture, transfer expertise and attract the next generation of workers?

A representative from Nox Group, an
industrial construction company
specializing in large-scale, mission-
critical infrastructure, can share
practical strategies for navigating
generational dynamics, preserving
institutional knowledge and building a
workplace culture that resonates
across all ages.

Insurance

How Structured Loss Control Programs Protects Against Rising Costs
in High-Hazard Industries: In sectors like construction and
manufacturing, a single incident can trigger massive losses —from
operational downtime to litigation and nuclear verdicts that drive
premiums higher. Structured loss control programs, such as driver safety
manuals, onboarding procedures and return-to-work plans, can help
organizations prevent incidents before they occur and demonstrate
accountability to insurers. How can businesses evaluate the strength of
their loss control measures, and what strategies are most effective in
minimizing risk and stabilizing insurance costs?

An expert from business insurance
brokerage and risk management
advisor Marsh McLennan Agency
Arizona can share how structured loss
control programs reduce liability
exposure and help businesses protect
the bottom line amid rising claims and
insurance premiums.

Community Issues

Resources for Food and Family Essentials for Low-Income Arizonans
during the Holidays: As the holiday season approaches, many Arizonans
grapple with financial challenges to fit holiday meals and gift giving into
their budgets. But for low-income households already stretched thin,
these decisions can add excessive financial and emotional strain. As
costs for essentials continue to rise, what programs and community
resources are available to help families meet their needs? And what
opportunities exist for Arizonans who want to help their neighbors?

Kelly McGowan, executive director of
statewide anti-poverty nonprofit
\Wildfire, can provide insights and
highlight community programs that
help ensure vulnerable households
have access to food and other critical
resources, such as diapers, during the
holidays.
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